[Comparison of open and laparoscopic cholecystectomy in the treatment of acute cholecystitis].
The paper analyses and compares the results of the treatment of acute cholecystitis with open and laparoscopic approach in a seven-year period. From 1994 to 2000, 311 patients with clinical picture of acute cholecystitis were operated. Open cholecystectomy was done in 162 (52.09%) patients, and laparoscopy in 149 (47.91%). In both patient groups the time from the onset of clinical symptoms to the surgery, and preoperative workup and preparation, were the same. In patients with open surgery the procedure lasted 93 (+/-SD) minutes, and in those with laparoscopic surgery 114 (+/-SD) minutes. Those operated with open method received 5.83 (+/-SD) ampules and 3.75 (+/-SD) tablets of analgesics, and those with laparoscopic surgery 3.2 (+/-SD) ampules and 2.1 (+/-SD) tablets per patient. Antibiotics were administered to 149 patients with open surgery for 4.9 (+/-SD) days and to 68 of those with laparoscopic surgery for 2.29 (+/-SD) days. Patients with open surgery stayed in the hospital 9.55 (+/-SD) days and were on sick leave 43 (+/-SD) days, and those with laparoscopy spent 4.35 (+/-SD) days in hospital and were 16 (+/-SD) days on sick leave. In conclusion, better clinical results and faster return to everyday activities point to the significant advantage of laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Analysis of the results shows that total costs of treatment of working patients are significantly lower than of those with laparoscopic surgery, due to shorter hospital stay, shorter sick leave, and faster recovery.